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Even before the country became independent in 1962, Rwanda's two largest ethnic groups, the

Hutu and Tutsi, were often at war. In the spring of 1994, tensions between the two groups

culminated in nationwide massacres of approximately 800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutu. The

genocide drew international attention to the problems of this small state in central Africa. Since

the genocide ended, Rwanda has made slow but steady progress. In 2003, a new constitution

was adopted that would prevent future human-rights abuses. The country's economy,

devastated by years of civil war, is also improving. However, much work must still be done to

ensure Rwanda's stability.

"Get ready for a wild ride! The Dragondain will have you gasping, cheering, and falling in love

with the characters all over again. Due's rich descriptive prose and fast-paced dialogue make

for a truly exciting read. There were so many "goosebumps" moments I literally could not put

the book down. I can't wait for Book Three!" --S. S. TamberrinoFrom the Authorsee belowFrom

the Inside FlapIt's the middle of the night, you need to send your brother to the Moon Realm,

and he won't wake up. So you improvise. . . . When a confused Jasper awakes, he's convinced

he's dreaming. But by the time he meets Greydor, Jasper understands that this is no dream. In

fact, persuading the King of the Rinn to work with the men of Dain to defeat their common

enemy is a nightmare. Then there's the other side of the coin: convincing Tavin and Dubb that

saddling a Rinn isn't certain death. ("It'll be fun!") And perhaps even a greater worry: can

Jasper make friends with Dubb's daughter Darce before she punches his lights out?Lily has

problems, too. There's a little mousie scratching in her closet. Or at least, it sounds like a little

mousie. Oh, and her second confrontation with Curse, and trying to form her first peerin. (Don't

you have to be from Dain to do that?) And where's Ebb?One thing's for sure: now that Lily and

Jasper have entered the Moon Realm, nothing can ever be the same again.From the Back

Cover"Begin," ordered Tavin.Afterward, Jasper remembered seeing Falin leap forward, but at

the time, he wasn't able to so much as blink. Falin used his sword to smash the hilt of Jasper's

with such force as to nearly tear it from his grip. But as fast as the first strike had been, Falin's

second was faster, coming just as Jasper attempted to readjust his grip. The second blow sent

Jasper's sword clattering to the floor, and without thinking, he bent to retrieve it. A hushed

"ooohhh" from the audience met his ears, and when he looked up, he saw a look of pity on

Falin's face.About the AuthorI write books featuring bioengineered pygmy elefantkin short-

order cooks. Yep--that's a thing I do. Also, I see moons.And when not shifting unpredictably into

third person, Richard lives with his wife, two lovely daughters, some cats, and three ducks, in a

magical bookstore that is--quite frankly--the only thing that stands between you and raging

hordes of zombies who haven't read a good book in, like, forever.He has been a recipient of the

Independent Publisher Book Award Medal (for juvenile fiction), the National Indie Excellence

Award (for juvenile fiction), the Moonbeam Children's Book Award Medal (for pre-teen fantasy),

and in 2018 was an Eric Hoffer Book Award Finalist (for young adult).More at

WillaSnap.comRead more
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Africa: Progress, Problems, and PromiseRobert I. RotbergAfrica is the cradle of humankind,

but for millennia it was off the familiar, beaten path of global commerce and discovery. Its many

peoples therefore developed largely apart from the diffusion of modern knowledge and the

spread of technological innovation until the 17th through 19th centuries. With the coming to

Africa of the book, the wheel, the hoe, and the modern rifle and cannon, foreigners also

brought the vastly destructive transatlantic slave trade, oppression, discrimination, and onerous

colonial rule. Emerging from that crucible of European rule, Africans created nationalistic

movements and then claimed their numerous national independences in the 1960s. The result

is the world’s largest continental assembly of new countries.There are 53 members of the

African Union, a regional political grouping, and 48 of those nations lie south of the Sahara.

Fifteen of them, including mighty Ethiopia, are landlocked, making international trade and

economic growth that much more arduous and expensive. Access to navigable rivers is limited,

natural harbors are few, soils are poor and thin, several countries largely consist of miles and

miles of sand, and tropical diseases have sapped the strength and productivity of innumerable

millions. Being landlocked, having few resources (although countries along Africa’s west coast

have tapped into deep offshore petroleum and gas reservoirs), and being beset by malaria,

tuberculosis, schistosomiasis, AIDS, and many other maladies has kept much of Africa poor for

centuries.Thirty-two of the world’s poorest 44 countries are African. Hunger is common. So is

rapid deforestation and desertification. Unemployment rates are often over 50 percent, for jobs

are few—even in agriculture. Where Africa once was a land of small villages and a few large

cities, with almost everyone engaged in growing grain or root crops or grazing cattle, camels,

sheep, and goats, today more than half of all the more than 1 billion Africans, especially those

who live south of the Sahara, reside in towns and cities. Traditional agriculture hardly pays, and

a number of countries in Africa—particularly the smaller and more fragile ones—can no longer

feed themselves.Giraffes graze in Rwanda’s Akagera National Park, near the border with

Tanzania.There is not one Africa, for the continent is full of contradictions and variety. Of the

750 million people living south of the Sahara, at least 150 million live in Nigeria, 85 million in



Ethiopia, 68 million in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and 49 million in South Africa. By

contrast, tiny Djibouti and Equatorial Guinea have fewer than 1 million people each, and

prosperous Botswana and Namibia each are under 2.2 million in population. Within some

countries, even medium-sized ones like Zambia (12 million), there are a plethora of distinct

ethnic groups speaking separate languages. Zambia, typical with its multitude of competing

entities, has 70 such peoples, roughly broken down into four language and cultural zones.

Three of those languages jostle with English for primacy.University of Rwanda professor Pierre

Rwanyindo, the director of the Institute of Research and Dialogue for Peace (IRDP), speaks at

an April 2011 United Nations ceremony for the International Day of Reflection on the 1994

Genocide in Rwanda.Given the kaleidoscopic quality of African culture and deep-grained

poverty, it is no wonder that Africa has developed economically and politically less rapidly than

other regions. Since independence from colonial rule, weak governance has also plagued

Africa and contributed significantly to the widespread poverty of its peoples. Only Botswana

and offshore Mauritius have been governed democratically without interruption since

independence. Both are among Africa’s wealthiest countries, too, thanks to the steady

application of good governance.Aside from those two nations, and South Africa, Africa has

been a continent of coups since 1960, with massive and oil-rich Nigeria suffering incessant

periods of harsh, corrupt, autocratic military rule. Nearly every other country on or around the

continent, small and large, has been plagued by similar bouts of instability and dictatorial rule.

In the 1970s and 1980s Idi Amin ruled Uganda capriciously and Jean-Bedel Bokassa

proclaimed himself emperor of the Central African Republic. Macias Nguema of Equatorial

Guinea was another in that same mold. More recently Daniel arap Moi held Kenya in thrall and

Robert Mugabe has imposed himself on once-prosperous Zimbabwe. In both of those cases,

as in the case of Gnassingbe Eyadema in Togo and the late Mobutu Sese Seko in Congo,

these presidents stole wildly and drove entire peoples and their nations into penury. Corruption

is common in Africa, and so are a weak rule-of-law framework, misplaced development, high

expenditures on soldiers and low expenditures on health and education, and a widespread (but

not universal) refusal on the part of leaders to work well for their followers and citizens.Conflict

between groups within countries has also been common in Africa. More than 12 million

Africans have been killed in civil wars since 1990, while another 9 million have become

refugees. Decades of conflict in Sudan led to a January 2011 referendum in which the people

of southern Sudan voted overwhelmingly to secede and form a new state. In early 2011, anti-

government protests spread throughout North Africa, ultimately toppling long-standing regimes

in Tunisia and Egypt. That same year, there were serious ongoing hostilities within Chad, Ivory

Coast, Libya, the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, and Somalia.Despite such dangers, despotism,

and decay, Africa is improving. Botswana and Mauritius, now joined by South Africa, Senegal,

Kenya, and Ghana, are beacons of democratic growth and enlightened rule. Uganda and

Senegal are taking the lead in combating and reducing the spread of AIDS, and others are

following. There are serious signs of the kinds of progressive economic policy changes that

might lead to prosperity for more of Africa’s peoples. The trajectory in Africa is positive.

The lush green area around Lake Kivu, in the western region of Rwanda, supports numerous

types of plant and animal life.Modest homes in the shadow of Mount Bisoke, an extinct volcano

located near Rwanda’s border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The volcano is one

of the highest points in Rwanda, at 12,175 feet (3,711 metres).

1Land of a Thousand HillsCOVERING ONLY 10,169 square miles (26,338 square kilometers),



Rwanda is one of the smallest nations in Africa, yet that small area contains a great variety of

natural wonders. This central Africa country, which shares borders with Burundi, the

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tanzania, and Uganda, has white-capped volcanic

mountains, lush forests, deep valleys, grassy savanna, and numerous lakes and rivers.Rwanda

is also one of Africa’s highest countries, with most of its terrain lying at elevations greater than

5,000 feet (1,525 meters) above sea level. Varying elevations help determine Rwanda’s

geographical regions, which include the Great Rift Valley along the western border; the Virunga

Mountains in the northwest; the Congo-Nile Divide on the eastern edge of the Great Rift Valley;

the central plateau; and the lowlands of the east.GREAT RIFT VALLEYRwanda sits on the

eastern edge of a branch of the Great Rift Valley, an enormous fissure that cuts north to south

through the continent. The valley was formed when the African and Eurasian tectonic plates

separated around 35 million years ago. The portion of the valley lying within Rwanda’s borders

is a strip of land running between Lake Kivu and the Congo-Nile Divide.Lake Kivu lies on the

Great Rift Valley’s western branch. It is a freshwater lake and Rwanda’s largest body of water,

with a surface area of 1,042 square miles (2,699 sq km). The border between Rwanda and the

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) runs through the lake, dividing it roughly in half

between the countries.Once part of a larger body of water that filled a section of the Great Rift

Valley, Lake Kivu was formed by volcanic lava deposits along the northern shore. It is the

highest lake in Africa, at 4,787 feet (1,459 meters) above sea level, and boasts beautiful

beaches, a rough, jagged coast, and an archipelago of islands. It is the only navigable body of

water in the country, but its limited depths only allow for shallow-draft barges and native

craft.The land surrounding the lake is a rich habitat for wildlife that includes eucalyptus, acacia,

oil palms, elephants, hippopotamuses, crocodiles, wild boars, leopards, antelopes, and flying

lemurs. Although the lake contains 32 species of fish, there is little flora in the water due to

great volumes of poisonous methane gas rising from beneath the lake. The shores of Lake

Kivu also boast important archeological sites where the oldest stone tools in the world have

been found.THE GEOGRAPHY OF RWANDALocation: Central Africa, east of Democratic

Republic of the CongoArea: (slightly smaller than Maryland)total:10,166 square miles (26,338

sq km)land:9,524 square miles (24,668 sq km)water: 645 square miles (1,670 sq km)Borders:

Burundi, 180 miles (290 km); Democratic Republic of the Congo, 135 miles (217 km);

Tanzania, 135 miles (217 km); Uganda, 105 miles (169 km)Climate: temperate; two rainy

seasons (February to April, November to January); mild in mountains with frost and snow

possibleTerrain: mostly grassy uplands and hills; relief is mountainous with altitude declining

from west to eastElevation extremes:lowest point: Rusizi River, 3,117 feet (950 meters)highest

point: Volcan Kirisimbi, 14,826 feet (4,519 meters)Natural hazards: periodic droughts; the

volcanic Virunga Mountains are in the northwest along the border with Democratic Republic of

the Congo Source: CIA World Factbook, 2011. CONGO-NILE DIVIDEThe Virunga Mountains,

located in the northwest region and marking part of the Rwanda-Uganda border, are a chain of

extinct volcanoes running along the northern edge of the Congo-Nile Divide. They encompass

Volcanoes National Park, which covers more than 48 square miles (125 sq km) and has eight

volcanoes. Five of the volcanoes—Sabyinyo, Gahinga, Bisoke, Muhabura, and Karisimbi—lie

within Rwanda’s borders.At 14,787 feet (4,507 meters) high, Karisimbi is the loftiest point in

Rwanda (it is slightly higher than Mount Whitney, the tallest mountain in the continental United

States). Karisimbi has the shape of a huge dome, its width covering a large section of the

mountain range. In Kinyarwanda, the language of Rwanda, Karisimbi means “white shell,” a

reference to the volcano’s often white-capped summit.Rwanda’s Volcanoes National Park,

located in the Virunga Mountains, is home to about half of the world’s remaining population of



wild mountain gorillas.Karisimbi Volcano contains four belts of vegetation. The belt of bamboo

forest serves as one prominent habitat for mountain gorillas, for which Volcanoes National Park

is home. Some mountain gorillas stand as high as 6 feet and weigh more than 400 pounds

(181 kilograms). These animals are gentle, timid vegetarians and live in extended families.

Once numbering in the tens of thousands, only hundreds now exist in the wild, and

approximately 600—about half the world’s population—survive in this region of Rwanda. The

famed mountain gorilla researcher Dian Fossey conducted most of her observations in the

area around Mount Karisimbi.From the eastern side of the Great Rift Valley, a chain of

dramatically ridged mountains rises to form the western slopes of the Congo-Nile Divide (also

known as the Congo-Nile Crest). The peaks of the divide average an altitude of 9,000 feet

(2,743 meters), and some summits along the range reach 10,000 feet (3,048 meters).

Rwanda The Dallas Cowboys, Rwanda The tornado warning
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